THICK RED TAPE

'Remember, thou art human5, but 'Remember, they are human'.
The administrative bias is to be seen as much in the Colonial
Office as anywhere in Whitehall. It is undoubtedly responsible
for the errors of early post-war policy in Malaya and Sarawak.
From the administrative point of view there was nothing wrong
with the so-called MacMichael treaties, which reduced the Malay
Sultans to decorative relics, or with the annexation of Sarawak,
which abruptly ended one of the most romantic stones in the his-
tory of the British Empire. They tidied up a very untidy tangle of
governments, the result of which had been to confuse responsi-
bilities and impose all kinds of obstacles to economic moderniza-
tion and orderly progress on European lines. What was wrong with
them was that they were contrary to the spirit of the people whom
they were honestly intended to benefit; all the more so in the con-
ditions, of which the Colonial Office was unaware when the policies
were framed, that had developed in those countries under Japanese
rule. If they were necessary, they required the most painstaking
and patient diplomacy over a period of years to persuade their in-
tended beneficiaries of their worth. In fact they were driven
through with unconscionable abruptness, to the regret of those
who believe that the best traditions of British imperialism are not
administrative competence or economic uplift, which the Germans
can equally boast in their colonial annals, but understanding and
sympathy.

TRUE AND FALSE TRADITION

The history of British rule in India shows many examples both
of the true and the false tradition. Never, perhaps, were they better
exemplified than in the brothers Lawrence, whose names were
writ so large in the Indian story about the time of the Mutiny.

'Henry Lawrence was wholly without guile. He had great
shrewdness and sagacity, but he was singularly open and unre-
served in all his dealings, and would rather have given his an-
tagonist an advantage than have condescended to any small arts
and petty trickeries to secure success. . . . The one desire of his
heart was to benefit the people of the country in which it had pleased
God to cast his lot. But he never suffered this plea of beneficence
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